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Heritage & Prestige
The Illustrious Legacy of a First Growth Icon

Historic Origins

The estate's origins date back to the 12th century, with early references to

"Margou" and "Margous" wines appearing in the 15th century. Located in

Margaux-Cantenac on the Left Bank, the estate's modern viticulture was

established in the 1570s when Pierre de Lestonnac expanded the property and

cleared grain fields to plant vines. In the historic 1855 Classification, Château

Margaux achieved Premier Cru (First Growth) status—one of only five estates in

Bordeaux to receive this prestigious designation. The elegant neoclassical

château that defines the estate today was commissioned by the Marquis de la

Colonilla and designed by architect Louis Combes, being completed in 1815.

The Mentzelopoulos Era

Following the Bordeaux economic crisis of 1973, the estate was acquired in 1977

by Greek entrepreneur André Mentzelopoulos, marking the beginning of a new

golden era. Working with legendary oenologist Émile Peynaud,

Mentzelopoulos restored the neglected vineyards and facilities, quickly re-

establishing Margaux's reputation for excellence. After André's death in 1980,

his daughter Corinne Mentzelopoulos took control, continuing the estate's

pursuit of quality alongside managing director Paul Pontallier. Their

partnership elevated Château Margaux to new heights, cementing its position

among the world's most revered wines.

21st Century Excellence

In 2003, Corinne Mentzelopoulos became the sole shareholder of Château

Margaux, securing the family's future with the estate. Under her leadership, the

château has maintained its position as one of Bordeaux's most prestigious and

sought-after wines. The year 2023 marked a generational transition as Corinne

passed leadership to her children, with son Alexis appointed CEO and daughter

Alexandra becoming President of the Supervisory Board. This continuity

ensures the estate's commitment to excellence while honoring its remarkable

heritage—a legacy that once prompted Thomas Jefferson to note Margaux as

one of the "four vineyards of first quality" during his visit to Bordeaux in 1787.
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Investment Performance
Tracking First Growth Excellence Across Decades

Perfect Scores

Château Margaux has achieved multiple 100-point ratings from leading critics

across modern vintages. The 2015 vintage was hailed by James Suckling as "the

greatest Margaux ever made" with a perfect 100 points. This momentum

continued with the 2018, 2019, and 2022 vintages all achieving perfect scores,

with the 2022 vintage (14.6% ABV) recognized as potentially the finest wine in

the estate's storied history. These perfect ratings represent a level of consistent

excellence expected from a Premier Cru (First Growth).

Benchmark Vintages

Historic vintages demonstrate exceptional long-term appreciation potential.

Rare and well-preserved older vintages from Château Margaux consistently

achieve significant price premiums at global auctions, reflecting their

increasing scarcity and collector demand. Earlier benchmark vintages such as

1982, 1990, 2000, 2005, 2009, and 2010 have consistently outperformed broader

market indices over time, further cementing Château Margaux's status as an

elite investment-grade wine with strong capital appreciation potential.

2015 Bicentenary Edition

The 2015 vintage marked the bicentenary of the iconic Louis Combes-designed

château building, completed in 1815. To commemorate this historic milestone,

the estate released a special edition featuring a distinctive black label—the only

deviation from the château's traditional white label in its modern history. This

unique combination of perfect scores, historical significance, and limited

special packaging has made the 2015 a particularly sought-after vintage

among collectors, with auction prices reflecting this enhanced desirability.
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Investment Advantages
The Unrivalled Premier Cru Legacy of Bordeaux's Elite

Premier Cru Excellence

Château Margaux holds the prestigious Premier Cru (First Growth) status in the

1855 Bordeaux Classification—one of only five estates to achieve this pinnacle of

recognition. With centuries of brand equity and global prestige, this status

represents the apex of fine wine investment. The estate's illustrious history,

beginning in the 12th century and including endorsements from Thomas

Jefferson in 1787, reinforces its position as one of the world's most coveted wine

investments, commanding premium prices across all mature vintages.

Exceptional Terroir

The Margaux appellation's distinctive terroir—featuring deep Garonne gravel

over limestone—creates the perfect environment for viticulture. These soils

provide exceptional drainage, allowing vines to root up to 23 feet deep for

steady water supply. This unique geological profile is the foundation for

Château Margaux's signature elegance and finesse. The vineyard's positioning

on a gravel ridge overlooking the Gironde estuary creates a perfect

microclimate, delivering optimal ripening conditions for Cabernet Sauvignon

and other varieties that define the château's inimitable character.

Rigorous Selection

The estate's meticulous approach to quality is evidenced by its rigorous

selection process. From the 262-hectare property, only 87 hectares are

designated for the Margaux AOC, with production strictly limited to maintain

exceptional standards. The Grand Vin typically represents just 35-46% of the

total crop, creating natural scarcity that underpins investment value. Additional

investment appeal stems from the estate's acclaimed second wine, Pavillon

Rouge (200,000 bottles annually), and the distinctive white wine, Pavillon Blanc

(35,000 bottles), both offering alternative entry points for collection and

investment.
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Strategic Investment Approach
Optimising Returns from a Premier Cru Asset

Target Vintages

For optimal long-term returns, focus on Château Margaux's benchmark

vintages that demonstrate exceptional quality and aging potential. The finest

investment vintages include the legendary classics (1982, 1990, 2000), the

powerful duo (2005, 2009), the structured masterpieces (2010, 2016), and the

recent standouts (2015, 2018, 2019, 2020, 2022). The 2015 vintage merits special

consideration for its bicentenary celebration label and exceptional quality.

Acquisition & Format Strategy

En Primeur offers the most competitive entry points for top vintages, providing

first access to limited allocations. For diversification, secure allocations in strong

years while complementing with strategic post-release purchases as market

depth increases. Standard bottles (75cl) provide greatest liquidity, while OWC

cases (12×75cl) and magnums (1.5L) command significant premiums at auction.

Larger formats offer exceptional aging potential and are increasingly sought

after by collectors.

Provenance & Storage

For investment-grade First Growths, impeccable provenance is paramount.

Prioritise direct ex-château releases or purchases from reputable merchants

with perfect storage records. Professional bonded storage ensures temperature

and humidity control while eliminating duty and VAT liability until sold. Given

the substantial value of Château Margaux, comprehensive insurance coverage

is essential to protect against potential losses.
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Market Position & Collector Appeal
The Global Prestige of a First Growth Legend

First Growth Elite

As one of only five châteaux granted Premier Cru (First Growth) status in the

historic 1855 Classification, Château Margaux possesses an unmatched

pedigree in the wine world. This exclusive designation—unchanged for over 165

years—places Margaux among Bordeaux's most prestigious estates, with a

centuries-old reputation for quality and excellence. The château's neoclassical

architecture, often described as the "Versailles of the Médoc," reinforces its

iconic status and makes it instantly recognizable to collectors worldwide.

Global Brand Power

Château Margaux enjoys unprecedented international recognition, with

particularly strong collector bases in the UK, US, Europe, and Asia. This global

footprint supports exceptional liquidity in the secondary market, ensuring ease

of trading at every stage of the investment cycle. The estate's history of

excellence—from Thomas Jefferson's endorsement in 1787 to its contemporary

100-point vintages—has created a brand equity that transcends normal market

fluctuations, providing stability during downturns and premium performance

during strong markets.

Complete Portfolio Ecosystem

Beyond the Grand Vin, Margaux maintains a robust portfolio that reinforces the

estate's prestige. Pavillon Rouge du Château Margaux (second wine,

established 1908) offers an accessible entry point while maintaining

exceptional quality—often surpassing many classified growths. The highly

regarded Pavillon Blanc (white wine from 100% Sauvignon Blanc) commands

its own collector following despite falling outside the Margaux AOC. In 2013, the

estate introduced Margaux du Château Margaux (third wine), completing a

portfolio that maintains both exclusivity and breadth, enhancing overall brand

strength.
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Future Growth Potential
Strategic Evolution of a First Growth Legend

Generational Continuity

2023 marked a significant evolution for Château Margaux with a generational

change within the Mentzelopoulos family. After 43 years as Chief Executive

Officer, Corinne Mentzelopoulos passed the leadership to her son Alexis as CEO,

while her daughter Alexandra became President of the Supervisory Board. This

transition ensures family stewardship continuity while bringing fresh

perspectives to the historic First Growth estate, positioning it for continued

excellence and innovation in the decades ahead.

Commitment to Excellence

The estate continues to invest significantly in precision viticulture technologies,

vineyard management practices, and cellar excellence to maintain and

enhance its standing among Bordeaux's elite First Growths. This ongoing

commitment to quality is evident in the exceptional critical acclaim for recent

vintages, particularly the 2018, 2019, and 2022 vintages which have received

perfect 100-point scores from leading critics. These investments in both

technology and expertise have positioned Château Margaux for sustained

quality elevation in the coming decades.

Long-Term Investment Horizon

As a blue-chip First Growth with centuries of heritage, Château Margaux offers

exceptional long-duration holding potential. The inherent scarcity of top

vintages increases naturally as bottles are consumed, while global demand

continues to expand in emerging fine wine markets. This structural supply-

demand dynamic, combined with the estate's Premier Cru status and

consistent quality trajectory, positions Château Margaux as an essential

cornerstone of any serious fine wine investment portfolio with a multi-decade

horizon.
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Contact & Next Steps
Let's build your Château Margaux allocation strategy.

Your Investment Journey

1
Define Budget & Horizon

Set clear investment parameters and time horizon for

your Margaux collection, balancing short and long-term

allocations.

2
Select Vintages & Formats

Curate a balanced portfolio of classic and emerging

vintages across standard bottles, magnums, and cases

for optimal returns.

3
Secure Storage Solution

Ensure perfect provenance with professional,

temperature-controlled bonded storage to maximize

value and eliminate duty/VAT liability.

4
Monitor & Plan Exit

Receive regular portfolio valuations and strategic

guidance on optimal holding periods and exit

opportunities for each investment.

Moncharm Wine Traders

T:  020 7062 7806

E: info@moncharm.co.uk

A:  83 Victoria Street,

London, SW1H 0HW

Schedule your consultation today

Premier Cru expertise at your service


