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Heritage & Prestige
The Historical Legacy of Saint-Émilion's Premier Grand Cru Classé A

Ancient Origins

Dating back to Roman times, the slopes of what would become Château Pavie

have seen vines cultivated since the 4th century. The estate takes its name

from the orchards of peaches ("pavies") that once grew in the area. The modern

estate was assembled by Bordeaux négociant Ferdinand Bouffard in the late

19th century through the acquisition of multiple plots from several families,

creating one of the largest vineyards in Saint-Émilion.

The Perse Revolution

In 1998, successful businessman Gérard Perse and his wife Chantal acquired

Château Pavie from the Valette family for approximately £23 million. Perse

immediately initiated a comprehensive renovation of both vineyard and winery,

implementing temperature-controlled wooden vats, reducing yields

dramatically, and engaging renowned consultant Michel Rolland. This bold

investment and pursuit of excellence fundamentally transformed the estate's

reputation and wine quality.

Elite Classification

The pinnacle of Perse's ambition was realized in 2012 when Château Pavie was

elevated to Premier Grand Cru Classé A status in the Saint-Émilion

classification—joining an elite group alongside Château Ausone, Château

Cheval Blanc, and Château Angélus. This prestigious promotion recognized the

extraordinary transformation of the estate and the exceptional quality of its

wines, which are now characterized by their power, concentration and

remarkable ageing potential.
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Investment Performance
Track Record of Excellence and Value Appreciation

Perfect-Score Benchmarks

Château Pavie has achieved the coveted 100-point score multiple times from

leading critics. The 2000 vintage received 100 points from Robert Parker,

establishing its position among Bordeaux's elite. The 2005 vintage garnered

perfect scores from both Robert Parker and Wine Spectator, while the 2016

vintage achieved the 100-point pinnacle again. These perfect scores highlight

the estate's exceptional quality and consistency under Gérard Perse's

ownership since 1998.

Market Performance

Château Pavie's market trajectory demonstrates consistent value appreciation.

The iconic 2000 vintage currently trades at approximately £500-600 per bottle,

while the perfect-scoring 2010 is valued around £3,255 per case (£270 per

bottle). Recent Christie's auctions featured the 2020 vintage (18x75cl) with

estimates of £2,600-3,500 per lot, underscoring the continued market

confidence. The estate's 2012 elevation to Premier Grand Cru Classé A status

has further strengthened its investment profile.

Investment Narrative

Pavie's investment case is built on three pillars: quality transformation following

Perse's 1998 acquisition and subsequent vineyard restructuring; critical acclaim

including multiple 100-point scores; and official recognition with its 2012

promotion to Saint-Émilion's highest classification tier. This combination has

established Pavie as a blue-chip investment holding with a deep bench of

high-scoring vintages supporting portfolio resilience across multiple market

cycles.
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Investment Advantages
The Unique Proposition of Saint-Émilion's Premier Grand Cru Classé A

Exceptional Terroir

Château Pavie's 37-hectare vineyard sits on Saint-Émilion's prized limestone

plateau, featuring rare starfish limestone (white limestone) soil. This exceptional

site comprises three distinct terroirs: the limestone plateau 85m above the

Dordogne river, clay-limestone slopes on the hillside, and a mix of brown

limestone, sands, and large-grained soils at the foothill. The south/south-

eastern exposure and naturally poor soil create ideal conditions for producing

wines of remarkable power and finesse.

Advanced Viticulture & Winemaking

Under Gérard Perse's ownership, Pavie has embraced sustainable practices

with 70% of the vineyard farmed organically, working toward a 100% organic

goal. The winemaking process exemplifies meticulous precision—malolactic

fermentation takes place in barrel, followed by 18-32 months ageing in 70-100%

new French oak. This careful approach, combined with rigorous selection,

produces wines of remarkable depth and ageing potential, consistently

achieving top critical scores across vintages.

Market Strength & Liquidity

Château Pavie's strong global market position ensures excellent investment

liquidity. Elevated to Premier Grand Cru Classé A status in 2012, Pavie enjoys

robust demand across key markets including the UK, US, and Asia. This

classification places it in an elite group of just four Saint-Émilion estates with

the highest rank, supporting price appreciation and strong secondary market

performance. Combined with its exceptional quality consistency across

vintages, Pavie represents a blue-chip addition to fine wine portfolios.
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Strategic Investment Approach
Maximising Returns from Château Pavie

Vintage Selection

Focus on Pavie's most exceptional years, representing the pinnacle of quality

and investment potential. The estate's transformation under Perse has

delivered numerous critically acclaimed vintages worthy of long-term

investment.

2000  2005  2009  2010  2015  2016  2018  2019  2020  2022

Holding Horizons

Pavie reaches peak maturity and maximum value between 15-40 years from

vintage. Consider both investment timeframe and drinking window when

building your portfolio. Earlier vintages (2000-2010) are entering optimal

drinking periods, while more recent exceptional years (2015+) offer long-term

growth potential.

Format & Provenance

Standard bottles (75cl) offer optimal market liquidity and ease of resale, while

magnums and larger formats command premium prices at auction and

mature more gracefully. Prioritise ex-château stock, original wooden cases, and

perfect provenance documentation for maximum investment value and

collector confidence.

15-40
YEARS OPTIMAL

CELLARING

A+
INVESTMENT

GRADE

Portfolio Building Strategies

• Vertical Collections: Acquire

multiple vintages (e.g.,

2000/2005/2010/2016/2019)

• Format Diversity: Mix standard

bottles with premium formats

• En Primeur Acquisition: Secure

optimal entry pricing

• Balance Maturity: Combine

near/mid/long-term windows



Market Position & Collector Appeal
Saint-Émilion's Prestigious Premier Grand Cru Classé A

Classification & Recognition

Château Pavie achieved the coveted Premier Grand Cru Classé A status in 2012,

joining the elite ranks of Saint-Émilion's most prestigious estates. This rare

elevation—the first significant change to the top tier in decades—reflected the

dramatic quality transformation under Perse's ownership and firmly

established Pavie among Bordeaux's most collectible wines. This classification

places Pavie alongside legendary estates like Château Ausone and Château

Cheval Blanc in the appellation's highest echelon.

Ownership & Transformation

In 1998, self-made grocery magnate Gérard Perse purchased Château Pavie for

approximately £23 million, embarking on an ambitious quality revolution.

Perse's substantial investment included a complete vineyard restructuring,

yield reduction, precision viticulture, and in 2013, unveiling an impressive new

winery designed by Alberto Pinto at a cost of £15 million. Under Perse's

meticulous stewardship, Pavie has evolved from an underperforming estate to

one of Bordeaux's most celebrated properties.

Collector Appeal & Market Dynamics

With approximately 6,500 cases produced annually, Pavie enjoys strong

demand in the global fine wine market, particularly in the UK, US, and Asian

markets. The estate's critically acclaimed vintages—with multiple 100-point

scores from Robert Parker, Wine Spectator, and other influential critics—

command significant premiums and show reliable price appreciation. Pavie

now trades alongside other Right Bank icons in Bordeaux's luxury tier, with

robust secondary market performance and growing collector following.
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Future Growth Potential
Strategic Evolution of a Premier Grand Cru Classé A

Vineyard Evolution

The composition of Château Pavie's vineyard has evolved strategically under

Perse's stewardship, trending towards a blend of approximately 50% Merlot,

32% Cabernet Franc, and 18% Cabernet Sauvignon—optimising the expression

of its exceptional terroir. Following the 2022 Saint-Émilion reclassification, Pavie

has integrated select parcels from Pavie-Decesse and Bellevue Mondotte,

further enhancing its terroir mosaic with these prestigious neighbouring plots.

Sustainability Focus

Currently, approximately 70% of Pavie's vineyard is farmed using organic

methods, with a clear trajectory towards full organic conversion. This

commitment to sustainable viticulture reflects both market evolution towards

environmentally-conscious luxury and the estate's recognition that pristine

cultivation practices enhance the expression of its limestone-dominant terroir.

Climate adaptation strategies include precision canopy management, parcel-

level harvesting decisions, and increasingly granular approaches to vineyard

block management.

Quality & Market Trajectory

The consistent critical acclaim achieved across diverse vintages—particularly

the perfect and near-perfect scores for the 2000, 2005, 2010, 2016, and 2019

vintages—demonstrates Pavie's exceptional quality trajectory. This strong

critical foundation, combined with its Premier Grand Cru Classé A status and

continuing vineyard refinement, provides a compelling platform for long-term

appreciation. The estate's limited production of approximately 6,500 cases

annually further enhances exclusivity and investment potential.
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Your Journey into Fine Wine Investment
Personalised Strategy for Château Pavie

1
Consultation

Understanding your

investment objectives,

budget parameters, and

time horizons to create a

tailored Pavie acquisition

strategy.

2
Selection

Curating specific

vintages, formats, and

portfolio structures that

align with your

investment goals and

market conditions.

3
Acquisition

Provenance-first

sourcing, authentication

protocols, and seamless

logistics to secure

optimal entry positions.

4
Management

Professional bonded

storage, performance

monitoring, and strategic

guidance on optimal exit

timing.
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